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We have a new Christmas series beginning right now.  I have titled this series out of the Gospel 

of Matthew, Chapters 1 and 2, Joyful and Triumphant.  That language is drawn from a hymn that 

I think most of us are familiar with.  Perhaps you know the lyrics of it by heart.   

 

O come, all ye faithful 

Joyful and triumphant 

O come ye, o come, ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him 

Born the King of Angels! 

 

Hence, I think joyful and triumphant are good words to describe the internal response to what we 

have here in the Word of God moving into Matthew’s story of Christmas. 

 

At the same time, I realize that there might be some people who see the title for this series and 

they think: joyful and triumphant?  Pastor Jeff, really?  Now?  In December of 2020, joyful and 

triumphant?  Pastor Jeff, maybe you did not know that this seems to be the Christmas that the 

grinch finally found the ability to steal!   

 

Here we are at the beginning of another Stay at Home order.  This one is declared to be a three-

week stay at home order which I understand to have begun yesterday.  Three weeks from 

yesterday takes us to December 26, the day after Christmas! 

 

We are supposed to be masked up and staying at home.  No gatherings.  No nothing, and we are 

supposed to be joyful and triumphant?  Now?  We think about how right now we are at a period 

of time where there are small business owners, and with that stay at home order, they are hearing 

the death nail of their livelihood.  It seems like discouragement and depression might be 

spreading just as rapidly as the coronavirus. 

   

Joyful and triumphant in the midst of this?  Yes!  Yes.  I am serious.  The church of Christ, the 

citizens of the Kingdom of God, can have a sense of joy and triumphant in their hearts as they fix 

their eyes upon King Jesus and the eternal salvation that He has brought us.  Yes. 

 

There can be a sense of joy and triumph in our hearts even now, even as we understand the 

biblical realities so often found in the pages of Scripture is that joy is mingled with sorrow, and 

that triumphant comes with pain.   
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Doesn’t the very cross of Jesus itself teach us that the place of triumph is also often a place of 

pain?  So often in the Christian life what we have are that joy and triumph are mingled together.  

But as we fix our eyes upon Jesus and the grace and the mercy and the Kingdom that He has 

come to bring into our lives, yes, joy and triumph resides within, even at times such this. 

 

Let me remind you, brothers and sisters, that the historical Christmas story took place at a very 

dismal time in the history of Israel.  It was a dark time.  They were not just dealing with 

government overreach, they were dealing with Roman overlords.  They were a conquered people 

under the boot of the Roman Empire. 

 

Yet into that context, the Kingdom of God was brought into the womb of a virgin daughter of 

Israel.  Christ was born into the world and He brought a kingdom that will never fade.  Even in 

the midst of the dark times of life, He calls His people to shine with the joy of His Kingdom. 

 

This is not something that we conjure up ourselves.  This is something that is supernaturally 

produced in the hearts of God’s people as a fruit of the Holy Spirit.  As our eyes are fixed on 

Jesus, we can rejoice in all that He has done for us, even when we feel like the title of the sermon 

series ought to be Deflated and Frustrated—at least for some of us. 

 

So I am praying for our church that even in the midst of perplexing times like this, even in a time 

when there are all kinds of different opinions on how to handle the things that are coming down,  

that the Lord will give us a sense of the joy and the everlasting gladness of the Kingdom that He 

has prepared for us. 

 

I pray that He will do so as we think about Mary and Joseph and the Magi.  We are going to have 

three messages on the Magi, the Gentile model worshipers of Christ.  But above all, I pray that 

we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and the perfecter of our faith who is among us.   

 

Guess who is here—when we gather indoors or outdoors—guess who is here?  Jesus walks 

among His churches.  Jesus, thank You for being present with us.  May the Spirit of Jesus be 

working in our hearts as we dig into a supernatural Book that is divine in origin, through which 

He wants to speak into our hearts and lives right now. 

 

This morning we begin this series by looking into Matthew Chapter 1 and Verses 18 through 25.  

This passage is all about the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  

And He was born of a woman who had never experienced physical intimacy with a man.  Jesus’s 

body was formed in Mary’s womb by the creative power of the Holy Spirit without the 

involvement of a human father.  In this portion of Scripture, the virgin birth of Christ is spoken 

of four times in these eight verses—three times explicitly and one time implicitly at the very end. 

 

If God the Spirit has the power to create life in a virgin womb, God the Holy Spirit has power the 

power to put life and joy and hope in our hearts, even in times like this.   

 

Now, for some reason, the virgin birth of Christ has always been a challenge for some people 

and even for some so-called church people.  They have struggled with the Doctrine of the Virgin 

Birth. 
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Even now, you can look up all kinds of Crossway Surveys and Pew Research Surveys and you 

will find, not so much among evangelicals but among mainline denominations, all kinds of 

people that are questioning the veracity of the virgin birth of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

We are conservative Baptists and the conservative Baptists came out of the Northern Baptist 

Denomination.  Back in the 1920s to the 1940s, there was all kinds of theological liberalism that 

infiltrated the denomination.  There came to be much debate about the reality of the supernatural 

in the pages of the New Testament. There were many people getting into churches that were 

doubting those things and casting doubt upon Scripture.  So there was a debate among the 

Northern Baptists and finally a movement said, We can’t be mixed in with false teachings and 

notions.  So, the Conservatives Baptists moved out. 

 

Even our affiliation of churches was born out of a debate about the supernatural that was focused 

in on the virgin birth of Christ being the focal point of that debate.  Some people said that 

absolutely the virgin birth of Christ is an essential doctrine. 

 

This has even hit Bethel Grace.  I remember about fifteen-years ago, there was a couple who 

were pursuing membership at Bethel Grace.  They went through the necessary steps to join.  We 

reviewed the Doctrinal Statement point by point with them.  We got to the point where they 

turned in their application for membership with their signed Statement of Faith.  Then one of the 

interviewing deacons, Tom Lovrich, said to me, Jeff, you didn’t look close enough at their 

application, and he showed me that they had crossed out the virgin birth in their Statement of 

Faith.   Houston we have a problem!   

 

So, we paused and said no, you cannot strike through any elements of our Statement of Faith and 

join the membership of Bethel Grace.  This is our common ground, including the statement of 

the virgin birth of Jesus Christ.  This is essential bed-rock doctrine.  It is biblical.  The Bible 

teaches it. 

 

If you deny the virgin birth, you are denying the inerrancy and the trustworthiness of Sacred 

Scripture.  It is precious doctrine about the nature of Christ.  It is related to His very holiness as a 

sacrifice for our sin, and it speaks of His divine nature.  Jesus, the Son of God, has no human 

father.  He has one father, the First Person of the Trinity, the Father.   

 

The virgin birth is essential bedrock doctrine of the church, but I will say this: If there was 

anyone who ever had a legitimate question or reservation about the veracity of the virginal 

conception of Jesus Christ within Mary, who do you think that that one person might have been?  

Joseph!  Mary’s betrothed husband.  We can understand how this might have been a tough pill 

for Joseph to swallow.  What?!   

 

We are going to be studying Matthew’s account of the Christmas Story.  It is interesting that 

Luke and Matthew, they present the history of Christmas but Luke focuses on Mary’s side of 

things.  However, Matthew focuses on Joseph, the step-dad of Jesus. 
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We see Joseph emerge from the pages of Matthew as a very godly man, a man who have been 

growing in the ways of the Lord by the grace of the Spirit who was prompting him.  Joseph was 

a good man, and is presented to us as an upright man.  It becomes clear as you read about him in 

Scripture that he was man of stellar character. 

 

Joseph was one of the small company of people in the Bible actually described as upright or just.  

He was a New Testament saint who by the grace of the Living God was walking with the Lord, 

growing in maturity.  But, boy, we can understand how this story about his betrothed wife might 

have been something that was hard for him to swallow, and maybe a bit farfetched.   

 

They were a betrothed couple.  That is similar to our engagement of couples who are going to be 

married.  All Joseph knew was that in their relationship, they were chaste.  He was chaste with 

her.  They did not have any kind of sexual activity prior to marriage. 

 

Then Mary came home from a visit at Cousin Elizabeth’s house and she was very, very pregnant.  

Joseph was struggling with this.  What we have here in Matthew’s account is how God 

communicated the reality of this miracle within Mary’s womb. 

 

We have God speaking to Joseph, and as we read the account of God sending His messenger to 

Joseph, I pray that the reality of this would rise in our hearts through the power of the Spirit as 

we think about this now, even producing a sense of joy and triumph in the King of kings and the 

Lord of lords. 

 

We will walk through this story a couple of verses at a time, point by point, and see how we have 

theologically rich doctrine nestled into the midst of human drama.  How did this begin?  

Matthew Chapter 1 and Verses 18 and 19: 

 
18

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  When his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit.  
19

And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to 

put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.   

 

Here we have the plain teaching of the virginal conception of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Spirit 

of God produced a human body in Mary’s womb apart from the normal reproductive processes.  

This is God breaking into the world in this way, entering humanity through the birth canal of a 

virgin woman in Israel. 

 

It is glorious!  Here it is for us in Sacred Scripture.  The Son of God, God the Son, took human 

form.  This is the first appearance of our Christ and our Messiah here in the Gospel of Matthew.  

There He was in the womb.  And for us it is a marvelous thing.   

 

God Almighty, Christ the King, in prenatal form; a fetus in the womb of a woman.  For us it is a 

marvelous thing, but what about Joseph?  This story was a very difficult thing.  You can imagine 

Mary coming home clearly showing with child, and Joseph’s heart sunk into his chest. 
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Do you want to know what happened to Joseph when he saw his betrothed showing with child?  

He got his bell rung.  That is what happened with Joseph.  It is an amazing story.  If you 

harmonize Luke and Matthew, the angel Gabriel was given a message from the Holy Spirit and 

informed Mary that she would be carrying the eternal King in her womb.   

 

Mary was obviously fearful at first but then she said, Let it be done.  Then she was sent off to 

Cousin Elizabeth’s house for a time.  Elizabeth was also supernaturally carrying a child in her 

old age.  They spent time together and do you know what Joseph was doing during that time? 

 

They were a betrothed couple.  Their betrothal process is a little more advanced as is our 

conception of engagement.  So the legalities were done.  The dowry was given.  The paperwork 

was signed, but they were not married yet.  They had not exchanged vows or had a big wedding 

party. 

 

So when Mary went away, Joseph was preparing their house.  He was preparing a place for them 

to live together in.  The picture that we are given is that of a man who loves, and was tenderly 

preparing their home. 

 

Then Mary came back great with child.  What did he think?  His bell had been rung!  Have you 

ever had a time in life when something happened and it was so shocking and unexpected that it 

devastated you to the point that you felt the temples at the side your head were pounding with 

blood?  Your bell got rung! 

 

And here we have Joseph, a godly man walking with the Lord, and you can imagine him 

thinking, Lord, what has happened?  What now?  Where do I go with this?  This is out of 

character for Mary.  What is happening and where are You in the midst of this? 

 

Do you want to know where God was in the midst of this?  He was right at the center of it.  God 

was the One ringing His bell.  Joseph got his bell rung by the Lord.  God was right there 

involved.   

 

The great mystery of the Trinity—one God; Three in One.  Here was God the Son right in front 

of them, even as God the Father was presiding over His masterplan.  And God the Holy Spirit 

was working to soften hearts to the truth.   

 

The Lord was in the midst of this.  We can think of Joseph our brother in all that was happening 

in terms of Romans Chapter 8 and Verses 28 and 29.  This is a familiar teaching from the 

Scripture for the people of God in the midst of the trials of life, we know, we know, we know 

that in the middle of all things: 

 
28

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 

those who are called according to his purpose.  
29

For those whom he foreknew he 

also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son… 
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Even right then, Joseph was being shaped into the character of the One he would raise.  Joseph, 

though, did not quite have this perspective yet.  He was not there yet.  He had some things to 

consider here.   

 

Now we continue and we see how God authenticated this for Joseph.  Let’s begin once again in 

Verse 19: 

 
19

And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, 

resolved to divorce her quietly.  
 20

But as he considered these things, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 

fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit.  
21

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.”   

 

So now we have the second teaching of the virgin birth in this story in Matthew.  Here we see 

how the Lord was authenticating all of this to Joseph.  He sent an angel to communicate with 

Joseph that the pregnancy was a creation of the Holy Spirit.  The child is from the Spirit.   

 

Then the angel went on to give additional information.  He also let Joseph know the gender of 

the child.  You will have a boy.  The angel also let Joseph know that the name had been selected.  

He will be named Jesus, and Joseph was told that the child’s name corresponded directly to His 

purpose for coming into he world.  

 

His name is Jesus.  His name is Yeshua.  His name means the Lord saves.  Yeshua.  Yahweh 

saves.  God is salvation.  The Savior is going to be born.  Right now he is in the womb of your 

dearly beloved betrothed.   

 

So we see in this portion of Scripture the purpose of Christmas; the purpose of the birth of 

Christ.  Jesus Christ came into the world to save us.  That means that He came to deliver us from 

some kind of peril.  That peril is specified here in this text.  He has come to save His people from 

their sins. 

 

Brothers and sisters, let us understand something:  there is something called sin and sin leads to 

more sin.  Sin is the inner rebellion to God and His commands that we all have inside of us.  This 

sin, this fallen nature, leads to sins; different expressions in all kinds of different areas of thought 

and behavior and we break the Law of the Lord, and we do so knowingly.  We do so 

intentionally.  We do so as sinners. 

 

We live in a society that is increasingly dismissive and flippant about the reality of sin against 

the Living God, but the eternal truth of Scripture warns us that there is a Living God full of love, 

who is also holy, holy, holy.  And sin and rebellion is against Him and His perfect Law.  This sin 

and rebellions incurs His judgment.  He is Judge.   
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Jesus came into the world to save us from the judgment that our sin has accrued in the sight of 

God.  Jesus has come to save us.  He lived a perfect life in our place.  Then He went to the cross 

as a perfect sacrifice of atonement to pay the price that our sin deserves.  Jesus came to save us 

from the greatest problem that we have. 

 

There in that First Century context, they might have said, These wretched Romans are the 

greatest problem that we have with their ever present Roman soldiers seeking to dictate every 

aspect of our existence.   

 

However, there was a bigger problem.  In the end, Jesus is going to deal with corrupt 

governments.  That is going to happen, but the biggest problem that He has come to solve here 

and now is our sin.  He delivers us from peril by making us white as snow, pure and holy in the 

sight of God for all of those who will trust in Him. 

 

This is the purpose of Christmas.  This is what Jesus has come to provide.  He shall save His 

people from their sins.  We continue and we find an additional confirmation of the virgin birth as 

we continue this story.  This confirmation was not voiced to Joseph.   

 

This was spoken to all of us.  Now Matthew, the author carried by the Spirit, provided something 

of an editorial comment here.  He broke into the narrative and that old tax collector that was 

saved by grace and made an apostle of Jesus, he broke into to provide the original Jewish 

audience and us a little perspective from prophesy. 

 

So we see what comes next.  Matthew, speaking to us by the Spirit, Verses 22 and 23: 

 
22

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

 
23

 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

 

(which means, God with us).   

 

Now we have this third statement of the virgin birth here in the Gospel of Matthew, where he 

took us all the way back to the time of Isaiah.  We see that God was making known His plan to 

bring forth His Son from a virgin, apart from the means of natural conception. 

 

A careful study of Isaiah Chapter 7 will indicate that there was an initial fulfillment in the time of 

Ahaz, back in the days of Isaiah.  But here we find that its ultimate fulfilment had a much higher 

plane.    All along this was pointing to something spectacular and supernatural in the virgin birth 

of Immanuel.  By the Spirit, Matthew knew that time of fulfillment had come in Mary the virgin 

who was with child.   

 

There is another name that is given to us.  With this prophecy came a second name that gives us 

a second facet of the significance of who this child is.  He is Immanuel and He is God with us.  

That speaks of His nature.   
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In Christ, God entered into the human condition and into the human world, and He did so as a 

human being.  Jesus is literally God with us.  According to Colossians 2:9, In Christ the fullness 

of deity dwells in bodily form. 

 

In Christ you have genuine humanity.  He was a real human being, and in Christ you have 

undiminished deity.  He is merged in one.  He is the God-man!  The hypostatic union, that which 

is God.  That which is human merged together in one, so that this One can only provide a pure 

sacrifice to cover all our sin. 

 

He also came into the world that He might come be one who can sympathize with our sorrow 

and our frustrations and our irritations and the difficulties and the things that weigh our hearts 

down, things like what happened in 2020 and far worse things have been happening all 

throughout the world and throughout human history. 

 

He is God with us.  He is a Sympathetic High Priest.  When we suffer and we have sorrow and 

we have pain He is drawn into us all the more; His precious people, His bride to lift our hearts 

up.   

 

Beautifully with the two names here in Matthew, you have the meaning and the purpose of 

Christmas.  The meaning of Christmas is God with us.  God in human form.  The purpose of 

Christmas, He is going to save us from our sin, cleanse us, and make us so that we are covered in 

His righteousness for an everlasting Kingdom. 

 

This is Christmas and, brothers and sisters, I pray that these things will fill our hearts because 

nothing can take these realities from us.  What we have right here is God bringing us into a 

Kingdom that is unshakable, that is everlasting, that is eternal, that we are going to be a part of in 

Christ forevermore. 

 

We have seen the doctrinal aspect of this passage of Scripture.  As we move back into the 

storyline that is in this passage of Scripture, we see another vital aspect of this and it is the 

unfolding drama between Joseph and Mary.  How did all of this go down?   

 

I hope I am not diminished in the eyes of some of the people here, but maybe I will be increased 

in some of the eyes of some of the people here when I admit that I have enjoyed one of those 

Hallmark Christmas shows every now and then. 

 

But as I have been studying this week here in the Gospel of Matthew, we have far more drama 

and I think even romance that any stupid Hallmark show that I have sat and watched!  There is 

the beauty of the relationship between Joseph and Mary.  What is going to happen between 

them?   

 

Joseph saw Mary and she could see that he was pulling back.  He distanced himself.  He checked 

out emotionally.  But in Matthew Chapter 1 and Verse 20, we see something very important.  We 

see the heart of God here and that the angel spoke not only to provide Joseph with information 

but the angel also sought to minister to him; to provide personnel encouragement to him. 
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What does it say in Verse 20?  What did the angel speak to in giving Joseph this information? 

 
20

But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 

a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for 

that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

 

Joseph, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife.  That is so interesting to me because as I have 

pondered this situation, what makes sense to me is that the angel might have ministered to 

Joseph’s anger and not his fear.   

 

Joseph had been fighting the good fight and protecting Mary’s purity and preparing a place for 

them to live  as husband and wife, and she came home great with child.  It could have been 

something that just burned him up inside. 

 

However, the angel did not minister to him saying, Joseph, you don’t have any cause for anger 

here.  She did not violate your trust.  She did not sleep with another man.  Don’t let resentment 

take root.  No, that was not what was expressed here.   

 

Instead what was expressed is that Joseph was turning these things over in his mind.  He was 

really giving this serious thought, thinking about the ways of the Lord; thinking about what he 

knew about Mary.  She was telling this story.   Joseph was thinking he could believe Mary, but 

how could he believe her story.  So, the angel came and said, Don’t be afraid.  Don’t be afraid to 

pull her in close to your heart.  Don’t be afraid of what people will think.  Don’t be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife. 

 

I just wonder if there was something that was within Joseph that had the tendency to believe her, 

but needed that divine assistance to commit.  The angel needed to remind Joseph that he was 

involved in the story. 

 

We now see how this storyline resumed and concluded.  What happened at the end of this 

account?  Matthew Chapter 1 and Verses 24 and 25: 

 
24

When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: 

he took his wife 

 

He took her.  He embraced her.  He held onto her.  He supported her, fearlessly through 

everything.  He took his wife, but: 

 
25

but knew her not until she had given birth to a son.  And he called his name Jesus. 

 

There is the implied fourth expression of the virgin birth. 
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Brothers and sisters, it says that he did not know her until she had given birth is the implication 

of the virgin birth.  The other implication is that after that, they went on like a husband and a 

wife to have a family.  Yes, Jesus had half brothers and sisters through Joseph and Mary.  The 

relational drama, the intrigue that is here, is such a beautiful thing.   

 

How often does Scripture, the inerrant Word of God, say that somebody was a just man?  That is 

a work of grace in the life of a man who was a sinner like us, but Joseph was growing in holiness 

and sanctification. 

 

I think of Joseph as a man like Boaz, or like a Daniel, or like a Joseph, one of the godly men of 

Scripture, and he was pulling away from Mary.  He was drawing back, yet he was man who had 

such character that was being shaved by the Lord. 

 

There is only one person in the Gospel of Matthew other than Christ who is called the son of 

David.  Guess who that is.  It is Joseph!  Joseph, son of David.  A man after God’s own heart.  

This was a man who would have been to Mary such a wonderful companion, such a faithful 

friend, such a capable leader, and such an understanding man. 

 

And he was pulling back and I can imagine that Mary noticed this.  But how about that moment 

when it finally came that Joseph approached Mary with a countenance that was new?  A 

countenance that was renewed.  You can picture that there was a different look on his face as he 

approached Mary. 

 

He looked Mary in the eye and said, The Lord has spoken to me.  I know what has happened 

within you.  God has spoken to me and He has revealed it to me and I believe every word of 

what you have told me.  God has confirmed it.  I am with you.  We are together.  We are joined 

together.  Joseph was right there with Mary in the midst of all that they would face as a married 

couple.  I think that is a beautiful, beautiful story.   

 

In the midst of all that we have considered today, I pray that we would know that Christ is 

unique.  He is the supernatural divine King born of a virgin.  He is the One who saves us from 

our sin. 

 

In the midst of the human drama we have here, I have been praying for the husbands and the 

wives at Bethel Grace.  Husbands, I pray that you would see the example of Joseph throughout 

the Christmas account, seeing the hand of God upon his life.   

 

I pray that it would be your desire to grow in Christ-likeness of character; that you would dwell 

with your wife in an understanding way; that you would be attentive to her; that you would not 

get angry and be overbearing with her.  And neither would you be passive and disinterested, 

lacking the attentiveness that you ought to be giving to her, the precious one that the Lord has 

placed into your life to be by your side. 

 

I pray that as we see Joseph’s leadership in this passage of Scripture that we will have the 

longing to be men who will lead our wives and or families and ministries, and that we will want 

to grow as godly men. 
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Understand this: we need a Savior!  Not only do we need Jesus to save us from our sin when we 

first came to Him, but we still have sin that makes us domineering or apathetic or indifferent and 

we need Jesus to be filling our lives.   

 

We need to be confessing that sin to Him and asking Him to bring renewal as men of God who 

love the women that are in our lives.  Men, brothers, step up!  Let’s go before the Lord for His 

grace because I know that we are sinners who fall short and we need God to activate this in us.   

 

Sisters, you are not getting off the hook!  You need to look at this woman, Mary, who was, yes, a 

sinner but a sinner being sanctified by the grace of the Spirit.  Read of her in Luke and in 

Matthew, looking at the character of this woman who was so gracious. 

 

Mary exemplified what Peter spoke of—the fact that there is this beauty of godly femineity that 

manifests itself in a gentle and quiet spirit.  Sisters, the sin within you is going to rise up in hen-

pecking, and badgering.  The Scripture calls you back to the power of a gracious spirit to speak 

into the heart of the men you have to deal with. 

 

You don’t embarrasses your husbands like that, especially in any kind of public scene.  You 

honor him.  You help him.  You have fallenness inside of you just like men do.  We need our 

Savior to forgive us of sin and show us how we can practice a gracious, direct, loving spirit that 

actually helps through the hard things that we face in this life.  We need a Savior and His name if 

Jesus.   

 

Joseph was going to be a chip off the old block in reverse order.  Are you following me with 

this?  So was Mary.  We think of a chip off the old block and we think of a son being kind of like 

his dad.  This is going to go the other way.  Joseph’s is going to be a chip off the old block of his 

step-son, being a godly, a godly man.   

 

Men and women throughout the church, let us help one another to manifest godliness in the 

beautiful and distinct ways that God calls men to be men and women to be women.  In a gender-

bending society, let us see the beauty of what God has created in gender and the roles that He has 

ascribed to them, because it is a beautiful, beautiful thing. 

 

With that I am going close.  We are going to sing and we are going to have the Lord’s Supper, 

and we are going to ask God to fill our hearts with grace that we might have joy, triumph, and 

gladness even in the midst of heavy things, and that we would walk in the ways of the Lord. 

 

Let’s pray. 


